
In the Name of the Lord 
 

In Colossians 3:17 Paul tells the Colossians that “whatever you do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God 
the Father.” What does this verse mean? What parts of this verse would give you 
any clues as to the meaning or teaching of this verse? The key part here is in the 
name. Or, by the authority. This is an important subject because if we do not know 
how to establish authority for something, well we’re just going to get in all kinds of 
trouble. We need to be able to point to the scriptures for any given practice we 
have as Christians. We need be ready to give a defense for the hope that is within 
us (1 Peter 3:15). But also we need to know how to establish authority so we can 
know what God has allowed and what He has not.  
 
God’s Sovereignty: 

The first principle in understanding authority and how we can establish 
whether or not we have authority for something is understanding God’s supreme 
sovereignty. Because many issues relating to authority boil down to “what right 
does God have to tell me what to do, or what I can and cannot do?” Simply put, 
what gives God the right is that He is the sole originator of all things. Ecclesiastes 
12:7 “then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to 
God who gave it.” God is the life giver and the only lawgiver as James tells us in 
James 4:12 “There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy.”  

So man not only owes their lives to God but also the very way our realm is 
governed and functions is because of God. This is important because this reveals 
how we can establish authority. How so? God being the one who created us, “God 
created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them.” - Genesis 1:27. Made us the way He did. He endowed 
us with reason, logic, emotion, and communication. I say this because some will 
argue that you are forcing your way of interpreting on God but the opposite is the 
case. God has given us the means of interpretation, of communication, because 
these are His was, these are the ways He communicates.  
 



Commands: 
The first way by which God communicates His will is by direct statements 

or Commands. Also, commands are the most direct and simplest ways by which 
we can establish authority to do something. Commands found in scripture would 
be those like... 

● Mark 16:16 - Be Baptized 
● 1 Corinthians 16:1 - Take up a collection 
● Matthew 28:19 - Spread the Gospel 

A note of distinction here between general and specific commands. Both are 
authoritative. Make no mistake, but we must recognize what God and specified 
man has no right to generalize, and what God has generalized man has no right to 
specify. Going back to Matthew 28:19. Notice some things here. God has given 
the general commands of go and teach. The How of how go and teach is left up to 
us. We can walk, run, drive, fly, etc. and the method of teaching is left up to us. 
Publicly, privately, online, in private, lecture, group setting, etc. However the what 
we are to teach is specified. We are to teach “all that I have commanded you...” or 
the Gospel. We have no right to change that. Included in that gospel is faith, 
repentance, confession, and baptism. To change what God has specified is to fall 
under the condemnation of God. Revelation 22:19 “if anyone takes away from 
the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree 
of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.” This warning is 
also found in Proverbs 30:6 and Duet. 4:2.  
 
Examples: 

The second area in which we can establish authority for something is by 
looking at examples found in scripture. It should be noted that before we go to an 
example we ought to look for the command first. This is not to diminish examples, 
the Apostle Peter tells us in 1 Peter 2:21 “For you have been called for this 
purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to 
follow in His steps.” Jesus, as we have read, commanded the Apostles to teach the 
disciples all that He had taught them. Jesus made use of many teaching tools. He 
taught some things very directly and others by example. 



The best illustration for us establishing authority by approved example is our 
observance of the Lord's supper. We have a direct command first and foremost for 
the partaking and remembrance of the Lord’s supper. In Matthew 26 we read of 
the institution of the supper and Paul gives additional information in 1 Corinthians 
11:23-26. So we have the command to observe the Lord’s supper and how to 
observe it but we are still without the when and how often it should be observed. 
What we do have is divine record of the early Church. We have their example! In 
Acts 20:7 we read “on the first day of the week, when we were gathered together 
to break bread...” So we are given a day that the early Christians observe this 
feast. We also know it was not a common meal because Paul condemned the 
Corinthians for that very thing in 1 Corinthians 11:20-22, 34.  
 
Necessary Inferences: 

Already in this lesson we have been using this method of establishing 
authority. In fact part of using approved examples requires us to infer from the 
example. However, regardless of our previous useage we want to examine how we 
can establish authority by necessary inference.  

Now in order for something to be a necessary inference a passage out of 
necessity infer only one thing. That is there is only one possible conclusion we 
could conclude from the reading of the text. To illustrate please turn to Matthew 
3:13-16. The text tells us that Jesus was baptized by John and in verse 16 that He 
came up out of the water. What is the conclusion we are forced to draw? That Jesus 
went down into the water and came up. That He was immersed when He was 
baptized.  

Another illustration of this method is Hebrews 10:25. We find here in the 
book of Hebrews the command to assemble. We often quote this verse to illustrate 
the necessity of local church membership and attendance. So we all plainly 
understand its teaching. However, notice, in order to meet one must have what? A 
meeting place. We are forced to conclude from the text that if Christians are to 
assemble there is to be a place to assemble.  

A third example of this method of establishing authority is in Matthew 
22:23-32. Jesus Himself employed the use of necessary inference in His earthly 
teaching. Note how based upon the tense of the scriptures He made the forced 



conclusion that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob currently and still do have a relationship 
with God. That life continues after death.  

 
Silence: 

Many have adopted a very poor attitude when it comes to our God and 
Father in the world of religion. Many have adopted an attitude of “He didn’t say 
not to...” They view the silence of God as giving them the OK to do something. 
We would understand the silence of God to be restrictive. That is, if God hasn’t 
said anything on it then we do not have the authority to do it. An illustration: You 
give a child $50.00 and tell him to go to the store to buy milk and bread. He comes 
back with the bread and milk but only $2.50 in change. He had spent the majority 
of the money on toys and candy. Are you happy with the child’s actions? No. You 
had specified what he was to buy. Your silence on the toys and candy was 
restrictive.  

A biblical example. Leviticus 10:1-2 “Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu each 
took his own fire pan, put fire in it, placed incense on it, and presented 
unauthorized fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them to do. 
Then fire came from the Lord and burned them to death before the Lord.”  God 1

had specified what fire was to be used. When God specifies it automatically 
excludes all other options.  
 
Conclusion:  

We establish authority by direct commands, approved examples, or 
necessary inferences. There is nothing else. Now concerning Salvation, God has 
given a command, numerous examples, and implied heavily on how might be 
saved.  

Mark 16:16 
 

1 Taken from the HCSB 


