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That which is in part compared with that which is perfect (complete)

1Co 13:8  Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are 
tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 
1Co 13:9  For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 
1Co 13:10  But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done 
away. 
1Co 13:11  When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; 
but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 
1Co 13:12  For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but 
then I shall know just as I also am known. 
1Co 13:13  And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

We sometimes talk about our worship service and the five parts of worship, Praying, Singing,
Taking the Lords Supper, Giving, and hearing the gospel preached, and then we say that we are
doing the same things that the church did in the first century.  Well in a way that's true, but in 
reality if someone went back in time and attended an assembly and came back and reported to us
what they witnessed, it would probably seem quite different to us.

What was it like back then?

Eph 4:11  And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers, 
Eph 4:12  for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ, 
Eph 4:13  till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ

Now that is a little different than what we have now, because we don't have apostles or prophets 
today.  Keep in mind though that those who were evangelists, pastors and teachers were doing 
their work with gifts given by the Holy Spirit.  They received their knowledge and abilities 
directly through the Spirit and they weren't toting around a Bible and quoting scriptures.

Now that might sound very powerful, being able to do wonderful things without even looking at a
Bible, but keep in mind that every person with a gift only had a part.  So, one of the big 
challenges was to get people to work together in love for God's word and for each other and not 
be selfish, but to look for the greater good of ministering the gifts for edification.

We looked at those verses in Ephesians chapter 4 that didn't seem overly complicated, but that 
was only a part of the gifts that were given out in part.

1Co 12:4  There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
1Co 12:5  There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 
1Co 12:6  And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 



1Co 12:7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 
1Co 12:8  for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of 
knowledge through the same Spirit, 
1Co 12:9  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 
1Co 12:10  to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of 
spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
1Co 12:11  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 
individually as He wills. 

If my math is correct I see 9 different gifts of the Spirit enumerated here.  So, you can imagine 
that trying to keep everything in order and focusing on edification could be challenging.

There was also some hierarchy involved as well.

1Co 12:27  Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 
1Co 12:28  And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 

Do you notice how the first three are numbered?  Apostles, Prophets, and Teachers.

This another list of nine types of gifts that in some ways are different from the earlier list of nine. 
I think we can begin to understand that things were complicated when everyone had a part of 
what was needed for the church to grow toward perfection.

Let's put some perspective on the complexity of spreading the word without having the written
word.

Act 8:4  Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word. 
Act 8:5  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 
Act 8:6  And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and 
seeing the miracles which he did. 
Act 8:7  For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; 
and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. 
Act 8:8  And there was great joy in that city. 

We also read in verse 12 that men and women were being baptized.

There were some wonderful things going on in Samaria through the preaching of Philip and the 
powerful miraculous proofs he was performing.  But there was a problem.  There was no written 
word to leave with the Samaritans so they could study, learn, and worship God.  Philip was 
unable to give the Samaritans the gifts of the Spirit that he was blessed with.  So, was Philip going
to have to stay there indefinitely?  And were the Samaritans going to be reliant upon him, as one
filled with the Spirit, to continuously serve and teach them?

So, the solution to the incompleteness of the situation is found in the text.

Act 8:14  Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, 
Act 8:15  who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 



Spirit. 
Act 8:16  For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. 
Act 8:17  Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

So, now the Samaritans would be more complete by different people having the parts, or gifts, 
that were needed so they could carry on with the work in their own area without Philip, or Peter 
and John, for that matter, needing to stay their indefinitely.

Let's take a look at one other complexity that the brethren faced at that time due to not having 
the complete written word of God.

Act 15:1  And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, "Unless you are 
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." 
Act 15:2  Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with them, 
they determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to
the apostles and elders, about this question. 

So, this matter that caused “dissension and dispute” required that brethren needed to travel from
Antioch in Syria to Jerusalem so that it could be resolved by the Apostles and elders through the 
Holy Spirit.

We, who now have cars, trains, buses, and planes to travel about on, that this is no big deal.  Well,
my understanding is that the distance between these two cities was over 300 miles as the crow 
flies.  So, we are talking a journey of many days.  It would be farther than walking from Canby to
Medford on foot!

Now let's look at one last thing from those days of old that shows the struggles the churches were 
going through trying to organize the spiritual gifts during assemblies.

1Co 14:1  Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 
1Co 14:2  For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one 
understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 
1Co 14:3  But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 
1Co 14:4  He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 

And...

1Co 14:23  Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with 
tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you 
are out of your mind? 
1Co 14:24  But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is 
convinced by all, he is convicted by all. 
1Co 14:25  And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he 
will worship God and report that God is truly among you. 

The Apostle Paul had to help straighten out the confusion that existed in their assemblies

1Co 14:40  Let all things be done decently and in order. 



So, after looking at just a few examples of the complexities that had to be dealt with while the 
church was in it's infancy and the Spirit was given in part, can we now see how tremendously 
blessed we are to have the written word?

Remember what we read at the beginning of this lesson?

1Co 13:10  But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. 

Since we now have the perfection or completeness of the word given by the Spirit what do we do 
with it?  What do we think about it?

Look at some of these wonderful technological and digital gifts that God has blessed us with.  We 
can use these to glorify God and spread His word.

Songs on the overhead
Website
Social Media

Let's just pause for a moment before returning to the topic of these blessings God has given us.

Let's not forget that even in this age of technological wonders, that we are still just human
beings trying to cope and deal with many struggles in life.  We still need each other just 
like the brethren did back then.

Gal 6:1  Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one
in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 
Gal 6:2  Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 
Gal 6:3  For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 
Gal 6:4  But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself 
alone, and not in another. 
Gal 6:5  For each one shall bear his own load. 

Now let's return to thoughts of what we have today.

Are we not humbled when we consider these powerful aids to teaching the gospel to the 
lost while understanding what saints in the first century went through on a physical level
just to get the word out.  While also knowing how they had to rely upon each other so 
much because everything was in part.  Even today people are teaching and preaching the 
gospel with very primitive resources.

Do we take what we have for granted?

Do we consider every day that Jesus Christ died on the cross of calvary so that we could
have this salvation that is clearly spelled out for us in the written word and also in digital 
form?

Consider these words



Heb 2:1  Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we 
drift away. 
Heb 2:2  For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just reward, 
Heb 2:3  how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 
Heb 2:4  God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts
of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 

And look at the price that was paid for this salvation

Heb 2:9  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of 
death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for 
everyone. 

Look at what Jesus did for us.  Look at what the Apostles and all the saints in the early church 
did to pave the way so that we could have this blessed plan of salvation.  Look at what the Holy 
Spirit did.  Look at what God the Father did in sending His own Son to die for us.

Hear 

Rom 10:17  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

Believe

Act 8:37  Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and 
said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 

Repent

Act 3:19  Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 

Confess

Remember what the Ethiopian Treasurer said to Philip in Acts 8:37
“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God

Be baptized, just like the Ethiopian

Act 8:38  So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went 
down into the water, and he baptized him. 
Act 8:39  Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so
that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 

Live a faithful life

2Pe 3:17  You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall 
from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; 



2Pe 3:18  but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be 
the glory both now and forever. Amen. 


